Cadaver bone-tendon graft for xanthomatosis of the tendo Achillis.
We describe a 63-year-old man who had xanthomatosis of the right tendo Achillis. He had undergone excision of the left tendo Achillis 17 years earlier without reconstruction for the same condition. The neurological history and examination were normal. Blood investigations showed hypercholestrolaemia, for which he was being treated with statins. He was referred with pain in the right tendo Achillis and problems with footwear. He was treated by excision of the right tendo Achillis, the xanthomatous nodules and the involved skin, followed by reconstruction with a cadaver bone-tendon graft. At follow-up eight months postoperatively, the scar had healed well. He walked without pain and could wear any type of shoe. Plain radiographs showed that the bone graft had healed. The American Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle Society hindfoot score was 95/100. The patient's subjective evaluation of the result was very good.